
         
 

Enjoy exploring different habitats and discovering minibeasts 

A bug hunt is a brilliant way for children to get up close to nature, and it gets them out in 

the fresh air. Why not go on a minibeast hunt in your own garden or when enjoying the great 

outdoors?    

Where to look for minibeasts? 

Minibeasts live in many different habitats.  

Many prefer dark, damp spots in gardens and woods, so it’s a good place to start with your 

detective skills!  

 Peek under large stones and logs - (Please be careful of your toes when lifting the 

large stones and logs. Always put the logs or stones back exactly where they were.)  

 Peek into the cracks in tree bark  

 Look closely at leaves 

 Look carefully in the long grass 

 Explore the flower beds 

 Explore your garden after it has rained – can you spot slugs, snails and worms?  

 

Lots of minibeasts live in trees and shrubs.  

Lay a piece of white cloth, such as an old white pillowcase or sheet, under a tree or bush. 

Gently shake the branches. You will be surprised at how many tiny creatures fall out. 

 

You don’t need any special equipment to go on a bug hunt. However, if you want to have a 

closer look at the creepy crawlies you will need a bug box or clear container. This is useful 

for holding your minibeasts whilst you have a closer look at them. Don’t keep the minibeasts 

in the container too long, especially if there are no air holes. Any snails or slugs that you 

find need to be put into a separate container, as they produce a sticky slime.  

 

You should use a spoon or small paintbrush to gently scoop up the minibeasts, as some are 

very fragile and delicate.  

 

Just remember to them you’re a GIANT! Be very gentle to avoid hurting these tiny 

creatures and always return them to exactly where you found them!  

 

 

 

We’re going on a bug 

hunt! 
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